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Abstract: This study aims to further explore the dimensions of humor in Jesus' teachings and its 

implications for the practice of Christianity in the contemporary era. Although humor is often 

overlooked in a spiritual context, this study aims to further explain Jesus' humor, which functions as 

the most effective communication tool to convey deeper spiritual messages. In addition, through 

techniques such as irony, hyperbole, and parables, Jesus not only aims to entertain, but also encourages 

listeners to reflect on better moral values. This finding has highlighted the importance of integrating 

humor into the spiritual experience of Christians, which can create a more inclusive approach to 

forming an atmosphere of joy and laughter as an integral part of faith. Therefore, through this study, 

the author focuses on the importance of understanding Jesus' humor in order to improve 

understanding of spiritual experiences and also strengthen the bonds of the church community. 
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1. Introduction 

The traditional view of Jesus often overlooks the dimension of humor in His teachings. 
Many people assume that humor is incompatible with the seriousness of His mission, which 
focuses on the salvation of humankind. However, recent studies suggest that the humor of 
Jesus serves a deeper purpose, functioning as an effective communication tool to convey 
spiritual messages and touch the hearts of His listeners. The humor in Jesus’ teachings is not 
merely for entertainment, but also serves to clarify His teachings, challenge ways of thinking, 
and confront evil. In this context, humor can be seen as a pedagogical strategy that helps 
people understand and reflect on spiritual messages in a way that is more accessible and 
relevant to their daily lives (Zakarijah, 2024). 

Understanding the humor of Jesus can have significant implications for contemporary 
Christian practice. By recognizing that humor is part of Jesus’ teachings, Christians can 
broaden their perspective on how to integrate the joy and comfort of His humor into their 
spiritual experiences. This also encourages a more inclusive approach to Christian spirituality, 
where joy and laughter are not considered distractions from the seriousness of faith, but 
rather essential elements of Christian life (Al-Ameedi and Abdulmajed, 2016). 

The humor in Jesus’ teachings is not only meant to entertain, but also functions to clarify 
His messages, challenge conventional thinking, and oppose evil. Studies have shown that the 
humor of Jesus can be viewed as a pedagogical strategy that helps people grasp and reflect on 
spiritual truths in ways that are close to their everyday lives. For instance, Jesus often used 
techniques such as wordplay and irony, which not only evoked laughter but also prompted 
deep reflection on spiritual realities (Zakarijah et al., 2024). 

Understanding the humor of Jesus can have significant implications for Christian 
practice today. By acknowledging that humor is an integral part of Jesus’ teachings, believers 
can develop a broader understanding of how to embrace joy and comfort in their spiritual 
walk. This approach promotes a more holistic view of Christian spirituality, where joy and 
laughter are embraced as natural and valuable parts of faith. Therefore, this study highlights 
the importance of maintaining a balance between the humanity and divinity of Jesus. Humor 
should be understood as a tool used wisely, without disregarding or diminishing the serious 
aspects of Christian doctrine. Although there is a risk of misinterpreting the use of humor, a 
proper understanding can deepen the spiritual experience of Christians. 
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2. Proposed Method   

This study employs a descriptive qualitative method using secondary data collected from 
various literature sources to explore the presence of humor in the teachings of Jesus and its 
implications for contemporary Christian practice. By utilizing existing literature, the 
researcher seeks to gain a deeper understanding of how the humor of Jesus can be interpreted 
and applied within the context of the spiritual life of Christians. 

Data collection was carried out through the analysis of academic writings, articles, and 
previous studies that discuss humor in the teachings of Jesus. These sources include Gospel 
text analyses, theological studies, and surveys that reflect Christian perspectives on the 
harmony and humanity of Jesus. For instance, research conducted by Zakarijah et al. indicates 
that the humor of Jesus not only serves as entertainment but also functions as a means to 
clarify His teachings and challenge the thinking of His audience. 

The literature reviewed also includes perspectives on how humor can serve as an 
effective communication strategy in delivering spiritual messages. In this context, humor is 
considered an important element in strengthening the relationship between Jesus and His 
followers, while also adding depth to His teachings. Other studies reveal that although some 
Christians express doubt regarding Jesus' use of humor, the majority of respondents 
acknowledge its significant role in understanding His teachings. 

Data analysis was conducted by identifying key themes emerging from the collected 
literature. The researcher looked for common patterns concerning how Jesus used humor in 
His teachings and how this is perceived by Christians today. Findings from various sources 
indicate that the humor of Jesus can help Christians better understand and integrate joy into 
their spiritual experiences. Therefore, this study not only aims to explore the dimension of 
humor in Jesus' teachings but also to highlight the importance of understanding the balance 
between the humanity and divinity of Jesus. Humor is viewed as a tool that can be used to 
deepen spiritual experiences without neglecting the seriousness of Christian doctrine. This 
research is expected to provide new insights for Christians on how to wisely and responsibly 
apply humor in their life of faith. 

3. Results and Discussion 

The results of this study reveal that many respondents acknowledge the presence of 
humor in the teachings of Jesus, which is often overlooked. This humor does not merely 
serve as entertainment but functions as an effective communication tool to convey profound 
spiritual truths. One of the most well-known examples is the use of hyperbole and irony in 
His parables, such as the statement about a camel going through the eye of a needle (Matthew 
19:24) (Zakarijah et al., 2024). In this context, Jesus uses vivid and humorous imagery to 
highlight the absurdity of the religious leaders' behavior, who focus too much on trivial 
matters while ignoring more significant moral principles. In this way, Jesus' humor not only 
entertains but also clarifies His critique of foolishness and hypocrisy. 

Additionally, Jesus' humor is considered a reflection of His empathy toward the human 
condition. In many of His teachings, Jesus demonstrates a deep understanding of the sorrow 
and hardships experienced by those around Him. Through humor, He helps people confront 
sadness and life’s difficulties in a lighter way (Lawolo, 2024). For example, in the story of 
raising Jairus' daughter, His statement that the girl "is not dead but asleep" not only reflects 
His confidence in His power to bring her back to life but also offers listeners a new 
perspective on viewing a serious situation with hope (Hoffecker & Smith, 2006). 

The implications of these findings point to the need for a more inclusive approach to 
Christian spiritual practice. By recognizing humor as part of the faith experience, the church 
can create a more open and welcoming environment. This allows members to feel free to 
express joy and laughter as a legitimate part of their faith journey. Such an approach can help 
reduce the stigma around positive emotional expression in spiritual contexts, which is often 
perceived as inappropriate or lacking seriousness (Olimbovo & Novalina, 2023). Research 
indicates that when humor is integrated into church life, it can strengthen community bonds 
and foster a more joyful and supportive atmosphere. 

Furthermore, understanding Jesus’ humor as part of His teachings invites Christians to 
view their faith from a broader perspective (Solibut, 2023). This includes recognizing that 
faith does not always have to be practiced in a stern and rigid manner. Instead, faith can be 
approached with joy and cheerfulness that flows from God's deep love. In this sense, humor 
becomes a bridge for reaching hearts and delivering spiritual messages in a more engaging 
and memorable way. 
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Moreover, Jesus' humor reflects a profound understanding of human nature. The 
Gospels show how He used humor to break down social barriers and create closeness. For 
instance, when Jesus refers to Simon Peter as "the rock" (Matthew 16:18), there is deep irony 
because Peter was often impulsive and unstable. This not only reveals the humorous aspect 
of their relationship but also affirms Peter’s extraordinary potential despite his frequent 
failures (Simanjuntak, 2020). 

Through His parables, Jesus often depicted seemingly absurd or ironic situations to 
challenge the thinking of His audience. In Luke 10:30–37, the parable of the Good Samaritan 
shows how someone who was socially despised ended up demonstrating greater compassion 
than religious leaders. This approach not only evokes laughter but also encourages deep 
reflection on moral and spiritual values (Siswanto et al., 2022). It is important for the church 
to adopt an inclusive approach to humor in both teaching and daily practice. By wisely 
employing humor, the church can foster a friendlier and more supportive atmosphere among 
its members (Indra, 2009). Humor can help reduce social tension and strengthen bonds within 
the congregation. 

Several studies indicate that church communities that actively use humor tend to have 
higher levels of engagement. Therefore, applying humor in teaching can be an effective tool 
for deepening spiritual experiences and building a stronger community (Lawolo, 2024). 

Thus, the Christian understanding of Jesus' humor shows that humor plays an important 
role in the process of spiritual teaching and learning. Humor is not just a communication tool 
but also a bridge for deepening the relationship between God and His people. It creates a 
more open and accepting atmosphere where individuals can feel close to God while 
understanding that faith does not always have to be serious and rigid (Suparyanto, 2018). 
Therefore, it is important for churches to utilize humor as part of their teaching, making it a 
means of reaching human hearts and awakening spiritual awareness. 

In this context, we can see that humor is an integral part of the Christian faith experience. 
This is in line with Proverbs 17:22, which states that "a cheerful heart is good medicine," 
reminding us of the importance of finding joy even in our spiritual journey (Walsh & 
Middleton, 2020). By integrating humor into religious practice, churches can help believers 
experience the depth of God's love in a more human and relatable way, thus enriching their 
overall faith journey. 

Jesus used humor as a tool to convey deep spiritual truths. Some forms of humor He 
used include: 

Hyperbole. For example, the statement about "a camel going through the eye of a 
needle" (Matthew 19:24) is a hyperbolic image that provokes laughter while highlighting the 
difficulty for the wealthy to enter the Kingdom of God (Tim, 2013). This statement carries 
the profound message that wealth can become an obstacle to salvation. By using an 
exaggerated and unrealistic image, Jesus invites His listeners to reflect on their attitudes 
toward possessions and riches. The humor in this statement is not just a joke but underscores 
a deeper spiritual reality: that attachment to wealth can hinder one’s relationship with God. 

Irony and satire. Jesus often used irony to expose the hypocrisy of religious leaders. 
Another example is when He called Simon Peter "the rock" (Matthew 16:18), even though 
Peter was known to be impulsive and unstable (Jones, 2011). One of the clearest examples of 
Jesus’ use of irony is calling Simon Peter "the rock" (Matthew 16:18). The name "Peter" itself 
comes from the Greek word Petros, meaning rock. In this context, Jesus emphasizes Peter's 
important role in establishing His church. However, the irony lies in the fact that Peter was 
known for being impulsive and often unstable. He even denied Jesus three times before the 
rooster crowed (Luke 22:54–62). By calling Peter "the rock," Jesus not only affirms him but 
also highlights the contrast between expectations and reality, as well as the potential for 
spiritual growth despite human weakness. 

 
Criticism of the Hypocrisy of Religious Leaders 

Jesus openly and firmly criticized the hypocrisy of religious leaders during His time, 
particularly in Matthew 23. In this chapter, He pronounced a series of woes against the 
teachers of the law and the Pharisees, highlighting the stark contrast between their outward 
religious appearances and the true state of their hearts. One of the most striking metaphors 
Jesus used was calling them “whitewashed tombs,” which appear beautiful on the outside but 
are full of dead bones and all uncleanness within (Matthew 23:27). This image is powerful 
because it underscores how these leaders maintained a pious image in public while their inner 
lives were spiritually corrupted. Jesus’ critique challenged the public's assumption that 
religious leaders were morally exemplary and exposed the danger of equating external 
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religiosity with true righteousness.Furthermore, Jesus rebuked them for their misplaced 
priorities in religious practice. In Matthew 23:23, He condemned the Pharisees and scribes 
for meticulously tithing even the smallest herbs such as mint, dill, and cumin, yet neglecting 
the weightier matters of the law, namely justice, mercy, and faithfulness. This criticism reveals 
Jesus’ deep concern for the essence and integrity of faith rather than mere adherence to 
superficial rituals. He called His listeners to evaluate religious devotion not by outward 
appearances or strict rule-keeping, but by how one lives out truth and compassion in daily 
life. Religion, according to Jesus, should not be used as a tool for maintaining social status or 
exerting control, especially when it is divorced from genuine moral integrity and love. When 
ritualism overshadows relational ethics, religion loses its true meaning and becomes spiritually 
hollow. 

In another passage, Matthew 7:15, Jesus warned His followers to beware of “wolves in 
sheep’s clothing,” which is a sharp use of irony that portrays individuals who appear gentle 
and righteous outwardly but harbor deceitful and destructive intentions. This metaphor 
illustrates how religious hypocrisy can be deeply dangerous, not only by deceiving others but 
also by damaging the trust people place in religious truth. Such individuals disguise their true 
motives under a cloak of spirituality, manipulating faith for personal gain or influence. This 
irony reflects Jesus’ rhetorical brilliance in unveiling the masks of spiritual fraud and serves as 
a sobering reminder for all believers to discern beyond appearances and to test the fruits of 
one’s life. As Pasaribu (2021) notes, this form of irony powerfully emphasizes the need for 
consistency between one’s profession of faith and the visible evidence of that faith in action. 

 
Use of Humor and Hyperbole 

Jesus often employed humor and hyperbole as rhetorical strategies to challenge the 
assumptions and behaviors of religious leaders. One striking example can be found in 
Matthew 23:24, where He declared, “You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.” This 
hyperbolic statement is not only vivid but also humorous in its exaggeration. It paints a picture 
of someone meticulously filtering out a tiny insect from their drink, only to miss the absurdity 
of swallowing something as large and unclean as a camel. This imagery served to expose the 
Pharisees’ obsession with minor ritual details while they ignored the greater moral demands 
of the law. The use of exaggeration here is not accidental. Jesus was drawing attention to a 
spiritual blindness that prioritizes outward cleanliness over inward transformation. 

In using such language, Jesus invited His audience to think more deeply about what truly 
matters in a life of faith. Rather than simply issuing cold rebukes, He used humor to provoke 
reflection and discomfort in a way that encouraged personal introspection. The absurdity of 
the images He invoked made it easier for people to see the contradictions in the behavior of 
their religious leaders. This strategy made His teachings more engaging and memorable. It 
also reflected His unique ability to combine theological depth with everyday illustrations, 
making profound truths accessible to ordinary people. By highlighting these inconsistencies 
with a touch of wit, Jesus called for a reordering of spiritual priorities, one that emphasized 
justice, mercy, and faithfulness over legalistic precision. 

The parables of Jesus also reveal His skillful use of irony and surprise, which often 
carried humorous undertones. For example, in the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 
10:30–37), the audience likely expected a religious leader to be the hero of the story. Instead, 
Jesus shocked His listeners by making the socially despised Samaritan the one who 
exemplified true neighborly love. This reversal would have had both a humorous and 
confrontational effect on His audience. It challenged their cultural prejudices and invited 
them to reimagine who could embody godly compassion. By using unexpected characters and 
plot twists, Jesus not only made His parables memorable but also exposed the inconsistencies 
in societal and religious assumptions. 

Importantly, the humor Jesus used was never aimed at mocking others for personal 
amusement. It served a higher purpose: to teach spiritual truths in a way that pierced through 
self-righteousness and religious pretense. According to Zakarijah (2024), Jesus' humorous 
exaggerations were part of a pedagogical method that sought to reach the heart, not just the 
mind. His use of humor was compassionate, purposeful, and deeply ethical. It was a tool to 
confront hypocrisy, inspire repentance, and point toward a more authentic relationship with 
God. In this way, Jesus demonstrated that humor, when rooted in truth and love, can be a 
powerful instrument for spiritual transformation and moral awakening. 
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Implications of Humor in the Christian Worldview 
In the context of the Christian worldview, humor has several important implications: 

Reflection of God’s Nature 
Humor, when used thoughtfully and compassionately, reflects the joyful nature of God 

and serves as an expression of divine grace toward humanity. Scripture supports this 
perspective in Proverbs 17:22, which declares, “A cheerful heart is good medicine.” This verse 
suggests that joy and laughter are not only therapeutic but also spiritually enriching. Humor 
becomes a vehicle through which believers can experience the restorative and refreshing 
presence of God. It points to the reality that the Christian life is not solely marked by suffering 
and solemnity but also by celebration and delight in God’s goodness. 

In theological terms, humor can be seen as a reflection of the imago Dei, the image of 
God in humanity. If God is the source of joy, then it follows that the capacity to laugh, to 
find joy even in difficult circumstances, is part of being made in God’s image. Humor can 
provide comfort during trials and remind Christians of God’s sovereignty and care. It invites 
believers to trust that there is a deeper joy rooted in God's eternal purposes, even when life 
feels uncertain or overwhelming. This spiritual function of humor aligns with the biblical call 
to rejoice always and to find strength in the joy of the Lord. 

Humor also plays a significant role in shaping a hopeful Christian worldview. When 
Christians engage the world with a sense of lightness and holy irony, they resist the despair 
and cynicism that often characterize modern life. Through humor, believers can acknowledge 
life’s absurdities while remaining grounded in faith. This allows for a more balanced and 
redemptive way of seeing reality. Humor becomes a means of spiritual resilience, enabling 
people to laugh in the face of fear and to see beyond the immediate troubles of life. In this 
sense, humor is not superficial entertainment, but a profound expression of hope rooted in 
the gospel. 

A striking theological example of divine humor is the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Some 
authors have described it as God’s “greatest joke,” where death is defeated and the powers 
of darkness are overturned in the most unexpected way. This surprising reversal embodies 
the joyful irony of the gospel, where weakness becomes strength and apparent defeat leads to 
eternal victory. The resurrection invites laughter—not out of mockery, but out of astonished 
joy. It reminds believers that God’s ways are higher than human expectations, and that His 
ultimate plan is one of redemption, restoration, and everlasting joy. 

 
Spiritual Communication Tool 

Humor is a powerful tool in spiritual communication because it helps make the message 
of faith more accessible and relatable to a wide audience. In many cultures, humor breaks 
down barriers and connects people on a human level, allowing for a more genuine exchange 
of ideas and emotions. This quality of humor fits well within the Christian tradition, which 
values inclusivity and the shared experience of joy as fundamental elements of the spiritual 
journey. By incorporating humor, spiritual leaders and believers can reach people who might 
otherwise feel distant or skeptical about religious discussions, opening doors to deeper 
engagement and understanding. 

The use of humor in spiritual communication also helps to reduce tension and foster an 
environment of openness. Conversations about faith can sometimes be serious or 
intimidating, especially for those who are new to religious beliefs or struggling with doubts. 
When humor is applied thoughtfully, it lightens the atmosphere and makes dialogue less 
confrontational or judgmental. This approach encourages honesty and vulnerability, enabling 
people to share their questions, fears, and personal experiences without fear of rejection or 
condemnation. As a result, humor becomes a bridge that connects hearts and minds, 
facilitating more meaningful spiritual growth and community building. 

In contexts such as youth ministry, humor plays an especially crucial role. Young people 
often face pressures from various social and cultural influences that can make faith feel 
irrelevant or outdated. By using humor, youth leaders can create a welcoming space where 
participants feel safe to express themselves and explore their spirituality. Laughter and light-
hearted moments help build trust and rapport between leaders and young people, making it 
easier to introduce spiritual teachings in a way that resonates with their everyday lives. The 
playful nature of humor can break down generational gaps and invite youth into a dynamic 
and living faith experience. 

Beyond youth ministry, humor also enriches adult faith communities by promoting 
camaraderie and mutual support. Sharing a laugh during fellowship gatherings or worship 
services strengthens relationships and helps believers experience the joy of Christian 
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community. This shared joy can uplift individuals during difficult times and remind them that 
faith is not only about discipline and duty but also about celebration and hope. Humor 
nurtures emotional and spiritual resilience by affirming that God’s presence includes 
moments of lightness and delight, even amidst life’s challenges. 

Ultimately, humor as a spiritual communication tool reflects the heart of the Christian 
message: that faith is personal, relational, and life-giving. When humor is used with wisdom 
and sensitivity, it reveals the humanity behind spiritual truths and invites people into a 
transformative encounter with God. It enables the gospel to be heard not just as doctrine but 
as an invitation to live joyfully and authentically. In this way, humor helps to fulfill the 
Christian mission of sharing good news in a manner that touches both the mind and the heart. 

 
Strengthening Church Community 

Integrating humor into church life plays a vital role in creating a friendlier and more 
supportive atmosphere among members of the congregation. Humor naturally invites people 
to relax and lowers barriers that often exist in formal or structured settings. When church 
gatherings include moments of laughter and lightheartedness, individuals feel more 
comfortable engaging with one another beyond superficial interactions. This openness fosters 
deeper connections and helps to build a welcoming environment where everyone feels valued 
and accepted. As a result, humor becomes a foundational element that encourages authentic 
relationships within the church community. 

In addition to fostering openness, humor acts as a powerful social tool that reduces 
social tension and resolves potential conflicts within the congregation. Church communities, 
like any group, can face misunderstandings or differences of opinion that might create 
discomfort or division. When humor is employed thoughtfully, it can diffuse awkward or 
tense situations by providing a new perspective and encouraging members to see issues with 
less rigidity. This ability to lighten the mood helps maintain peace and harmony, making it 
easier for members to navigate challenges together in a spirit of unity and mutual respect. 

Furthermore, shared laughter creates a sense of belonging and togetherness that 
strengthens the emotional bonds among church members. Studies have shown that groups 
who engage in humor regularly report higher levels of attachment and satisfaction in their 
relationships. In the context of the church, this means that humor not only entertains but also 
builds trust among individuals who might otherwise feel isolated or disconnected. When 
members laugh together, they experience moments of joy and vulnerability that deepen their 
relational ties. This collective joy is crucial in cultivating a supportive faith community where 
individuals are encouraged to support one another in both joyous and difficult times. 

Finally, humor helps church communities cultivate resilience by providing emotional 
relief from life’s stresses and struggles. Many members face personal challenges such as illness, 
loss, or loneliness, and the church often serves as a refuge during these times. By 
incorporating humor, churches offer a way for individuals to cope with hardships while 
maintaining hope and faith. Laughter reminds members that they are not alone and that joy 
remains possible even in adversity. In this way, humor not only strengthens social bonds but 
also nourishes the spiritual and emotional health of the community as a whole, making it a 
vital component of a thriving church life. 

 
Parables that Invite Reflection 

Parables such as the Good Samaritan, found in Luke 10:30–37, serve not only as 
narrative tools filled with vivid imagery and elements of surprise but also as profound 
invitations for listeners to engage in deep moral and spiritual reflection. These stories, crafted 
by Jesus with great intentionality, are far more than entertaining anecdotes; they are carefully 
designed pedagogical devices that challenge assumptions, expose hidden biases, and bring to 
light the often-uncomfortable truths of human behavior. The use of irony, contrast, and 
unexpected turns within these parables compels listeners to re-evaluate their own attitudes 
and priorities, thereby fostering a more authentic and transformative spiritual experience. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan begins in response to a question posed by a lawyer 
who approaches Jesus with the inquiry, "What must I do to inherit eternal life?" (Luke 10:25), 
prompting Jesus to redirect the question back to him in a manner that encourages self-
reflection rather than providing a straightforward answer. The lawyer, quoting the law, 
responds that one must love the Lord with all one’s heart, soul, strength, and mind, and love 
one’s neighbor as oneself. Jesus affirms this answer but pushes further by telling a parable 
that reframes the concept of "neighbor" in a radical and unexpected way, thereby dismantling 
conventional boundaries of identity and social obligation. 
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In the parable, a man is traveling the dangerous road from Jerusalem to Jericho when he 
is violently attacked by robbers, stripped of his belongings, beaten, and left for dead, 
highlighting the vulnerability of human life and the urgency of compassionate response. As 
the story unfolds, a priest and a Levite, both esteemed religious figures within the Jewish 
tradition, encounter the wounded man but deliberately choose to avoid him by crossing to 
the other side of the road. Their actions, though perhaps justifiable within certain ritualistic 
or cultural frameworks, are depicted as morally lacking, thereby confronting the audience with 
the uncomfortable reality that religious status or outward piety does not necessarily translate 
into genuine compassion or righteousness. 

The turning point in the parable comes with the appearance of a Samaritan, a figure who, 
due to historical animosity and cultural prejudice, would have been considered an unlikely 
hero by the Jewish audience. Yet, it is this Samaritan who is moved with deep compassion, 
going out of his way to tend to the victim’s wounds, place him on his own animal, take him 
to an inn, and ensure his ongoing care, even providing money for further expenses. This act 
of mercy, given by one who would typically be regarded as an outsider or even an enemy, 
subverts the expectations of the audience and forces a reconsideration of what it truly means 
to love one’s neighbor, suggesting that neighborliness is defined not by ethnicity or religion 
but by acts of mercy and kindness. 

Through this parable, Jesus not only offers a moral lesson on compassion and social 
responsibility but also employs elements of humor, irony, and reversal to leave a lasting 
impression on His listeners. The story invites the audience to see beyond cultural prejudices 
and surface-level religiosity, urging them to embody a deeper, more inclusive form of love 
that reflects the heart of God. In doing so, Jesus redefines the parameters of spiritual living, 
calling His followers to embrace a faith that is lived out in tangible action and genuine concern 
for others, regardless of societal labels or divisions. 

 
Elements of Surprise and Moral Reflection 

One of the most striking and thought-provoking aspects of the parable of the Good 
Samaritan is the element of surprise embedded in Jesus’ intentional choice to present a 
Samaritan as the central figure of compassion and moral uprightness. In the socio-religious 
setting of first-century Judea, Samaritans were viewed with deep hostility by Jews due to 
historical conflicts and differing religious practices. By portraying a Samaritan as the one who 
exemplifies the highest form of love and mercy, Jesus confronts the prejudices of His 
audience and challenges their deeply held assumptions. This surprising narrative reversal is 
not merely a storytelling technique; it is a deliberate act of moral confrontation, urging 
listeners to reflect on the inconsistencies between their beliefs and actions. It demands that 
they reevaluate who truly embodies the values of God's kingdom. 

The depth of this surprise becomes more apparent when one considers the contrast 
Jesus draws between the Samaritan and the two Jewish religious figures, the priest and the 
Levite, who pass by the injured man without offering help. These characters, traditionally 
seen as paragons of virtue and religious duty, fail to act compassionately when faced with a 
clear moral imperative. Their indifference serves as a critique of a religiosity that prioritizes 
ritual purity over active mercy. By juxtaposing their inaction with the Samaritan’s 
compassionate response, Jesus underscores the moral bankruptcy of outward religiosity that 
is disconnected from love. The Samaritan’s response, filled with empathy and sacrifice, defies 
cultural expectations and reveals a heart genuinely attuned to the needs of others. 

Furthermore, the parable invites a radical rethinking of the concept of “neighbor.” 
Instead of answering the question “Who is my neighbor?” with a list of qualifications, Jesus 
turns the question back on the listener and suggests that the real issue is not who qualifies to 
receive our love, but whether we are willing to be neighbors to those in need. The Samaritan’s 
actions teach that true neighborliness is defined not by proximity, nationality, or religion, but 
by compassion in action. Jesus broadens the scope of moral responsibility and encourages a 
vision of love that crosses boundaries and dismantles social barriers. This call to inclusive 
love challenges listeners to move beyond tribal loyalties and embrace a form of ethics rooted 
in the universal dignity of every person. 

The parable also functions as a powerful ethical lesson that criticizes legalism and 
ritualism within religious life. The religious leaders in the story may have avoided the injured 
man for fear of ceremonial defilement, but Jesus presents their choice as a failure to fulfill the 
heart of the law, which is love and mercy. The Samaritan, though considered impure by Jewish 
standards, is the one who fulfills God's law in practice. His compassion reflects the divine 
ideal far more accurately than the hollow observances of the priest and Levite. This element 
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of irony, where the outsider becomes the true insider in God’s kingdom, is central to Jesus’ 
teaching and serves as a spiritual critique of exclusionary religious practices (Suardana, 2015). 

In essence, the surprise and moral weight of the parable of the Good Samaritan lie not 
only in its shocking reversal of roles but in its invitation to deep self-examination and 
transformation. Jesus compels His audience to move beyond theoretical morality and into 
tangible expressions of love and service. The story dismantles hierarchical assumptions about 
holiness and points to a new understanding of righteousness that is relational, compassionate, 
and inclusive. Rather than reinforcing boundaries, Jesus uses this parable to shatter them, 
demonstrating that divine love recognizes no human-made barriers. The moral reflection it 
invites is enduring and timeless, reminding believers that true faith is evidenced in how we 
treat those who are most vulnerable and marginalized (Suardana, 2015). 

 
Use of Humor as a Pedagogical Tool 

Although the parable of the Good Samaritan addresses profound and serious moral 
themes, it also contains subtle elements of humor that enrich the narrative and make it more 
engaging for the listeners. Jesus, as a master teacher and communicator, understood the 
power of storytelling to captivate an audience and convey deep truths. In this parable, His use 
of irony and contrast does more than merely instruct; it also provokes a kind of amused 
realization in the listener, drawing attention to the contradictions between what people 
profess and how they actually behave. This use of subtle humor allows the moral lesson to 
settle more deeply into the hearts of those who hear it. 

One of the clearest examples of this understated humor appears in the portrayal of the 
priest and the Levite, two religious figures who would be expected to help the wounded man. 
Instead, they deliberately avoid him, choosing to pass by on the other side of the road. The 
image painted here is one of religious absurdity—individuals so preoccupied with ritual purity 
or societal expectations that they neglect the most basic moral responsibility. This ironic 
situation may evoke a knowing smile from the listener, not because the suffering is amusing, 
but because the behavior of the supposedly righteous is so clearly flawed. Jesus uses this 
contrast to expose the hypocrisy of those who claim to uphold the law but fail to practice its 
core values. 

The unexpected twist comes when the Samaritan, traditionally viewed with contempt by 
the Jewish audience, becomes the true model of compassion. The reversal is both shocking 
and subtly humorous. It challenges nationalistic and religious pride by elevating a marginalized 
figure to the status of moral exemplar. This ironic twist not only destabilizes the listeners’ 
assumptions but also encourages self-examination in a way that is both disarming and 
effective. Humor, in this context, functions not as mockery but as an instrument for ethical 
clarity. It underscores the ridiculousness of prejudice and demonstrates how love can emerge 
from the least expected places. 

According to Zakarijah (2024), humor in Jesus’ teachings serves multiple pedagogical 
purposes. It captures attention, enhances memory retention, and invites deeper reflection. In 
the parable of the Good Samaritan, the ironic contrast between expectation and reality 
becomes a memorable teaching moment. The light touch of humor makes the message more 
accessible without diluting its seriousness. Listeners are more likely to remember the 
Samaritan's kindness precisely because it comes in such a surprising and narratively rich 
package. This approach shows how Jesus skillfully combined spiritual insight with rhetorical 
creativity to reach a wide audience. 

Ultimately, the subtle humor embedded in the parable is not intended to entertain in a 
superficial way but to awaken moral sensibilities through contrast and irony. It makes the 
truth more palatable and memorable, especially for audiences who might otherwise resist 
direct moral confrontation. Jesus’ ability to weave humor into even the most serious of 
teachings reflects His deep understanding of human nature and His desire to transform not 
just minds but hearts. Through this method, He invites His followers to laugh—not at others’ 
expense, but at the absurdity of false religiosity—so they can be moved to embrace a more 
genuine, compassionate, and active form of love (Zakarijah, 2024). 

 
Deep Spiritual Meaning 

This parable teaches not only about doing good to others but also emphasizes the 
importance of compassion as the core of Christian life. In this context, compassion is not just 
an emotion but a concrete action that reflects Christian identity. As noted in various sources, 
the Samaritan’s actions show that true love transcends social and ethnic boundaries (Sipahutar 
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& Kaunang, 2023). It is a call for everyone not only to know the truth but also to live it out 
daily. 

The element of surprise in this parable lies in Jesus’ choice to make a Samaritan the hero 
of the story. This creates a deep reflection on who our neighbor really is—not only those who 
share our faith or culture but every human being in need of help. The Samaritan’s actions 
reflect a profound understanding of what it means to be a "neighbor," showing that true love 
transcends social and ethnic boundaries. 

Spiritually, this parable teaches that eternal life is not only about knowing God's law but 
also about practicing it in daily life (Aleng, 2023). The compassion shown by the Samaritan 
results from the fullness of love in his heart. In the Greek text, the term for compassion 
carries a deep connotation, indicating a strong emotional reaction. This contrasts with the 
attitudes of the priest and Levite, who, despite their religious knowledge, choose to ignore 
their moral responsibility. 

Thus, the parable of the Good Samaritan invites us to reflect on how we can apply the 
principle of love in our daily lives. It challenges us to look beyond social and ethnic boundaries 
and act with compassion toward all people, regardless of their background. This story remains 
relevant today as a reminder of the importance of compassionate action in facing social 
challenges in our world. This parable is not just a moral lesson; it is a call to act with 
unconditional love toward our fellow human beings. 

In this context, this study emphasizes that humor is not merely a joke or entertainment; 
it has the power to touch the human soul and awaken spiritual awareness. Through the use 
of humor, Jesus shows that He is a God who is close to humanity, a figure who understands 
suffering yet can bring joy into the lives of His people. Therefore, it is important for the 
church to adopt an inclusive approach to humor in their teaching and daily practice. 

4. Conclusions 

This study reveals that humor in the teachings of Jesus plays a very important and 
multifunctional role in the spiritual context and Christian practice. Although often 
overlooked, humor is not an element that contradicts the seriousness of Jesus’ mission, but 
rather an effective communication tool to convey profound spiritual messages. Through 
techniques such as hyperbole, irony, and parables, Jesus was able to challenge the listeners’ 
way of thinking while inviting them to reflect on higher moral values. 

One of the main findings of this study is that Jesus’ humor functions not only as 
entertainment but also as a pedagogical strategy that helps people understand and 
contemplate His teachings in a way that is more relevant to everyday life. For example, the 
use of absurd imagery or ironic situations in His parables invites laughter while clarifying 
criticism of hypocrisy and the illogical behavior of religious leaders. Thus, humor becomes a 
bridge to reach human hearts and communicate spiritual truth in a more engaging way. 

The implications of this understanding are very significant for current Christian practice. 
By recognizing that humor is part of Jesus’ teaching, Christians are encouraged to integrate 
joy and comfort into their spiritual experience. This creates a more inclusive approach to 
Christian spirituality, where laughter and joy are not seen as distractions from the seriousness 
of faith but as integral parts of a life of faith. 

Furthermore, this study emphasizes the importance of finding a balance between the 
humanity and divinity of Jesus. Humor must be understood as a tool used wisely, without 
neglecting or belittling the serious aspects of Christian teaching. Therefore, although there is 
a risk of misunderstanding humor’s use, a proper understanding can deepen the spiritual 
experience of Christians and strengthen the bonds within the church community. 

Overall, this study shows that humor in the teachings of Jesus is not merely a joke but 
an essential part of the faith experience that can enrich the relationship between God and His 
people. By wisely employing humor in teaching and daily practice, the church can create a 
friendlier and more supportive atmosphere, helping members of the congregation to 
experience the depth of God’s love in a more human and relatable way. 

 

References 

[1]. Al-Ameedi, R. T., & Abdulmajed, R. K. (2016). Persuasion in Jesus Christ’s humour: A linguistic analysis, p. 6. 

[2]. Aleng, Y. (2023). Kajian teologis konsep kasih terhadap sesama dalam Injil Lukas 10:25-37 dan relevansinya untuk 
yayasan, p. 4. 



International Journal of Christian Education and Philosophical Inquiry 2025 (July), vol. 2, no. 3, Sagala, et al. 26 of 26 

 

[3]. Dalton, A. M. (2007). The contribution of Ziauddin Sardar’s work to the religion–science conversation. World 
Futures, 63(8), 599. https://doi.org/10.1080/02604020701413217  

[4]. Hoffecker, W. A., & Smith, G. S. (2006). Buku membangun wawasan dunia Kristen Volume 1: Allah, manusia, 
dan pengetahuan. 

[5]. Indra, I. G. (2009). Pemulihan ciptaan. 

[6]. Irawaty, F. (2020). Dampak hati yang gembira terhadap kesehatan jasmani: Eksposisi Amsal 17:22, p. 1. 

[7]. Jones, V. E. (2011). Jesus the satirist. 

[8]. Konya, K. (2017). Embracing humor to build community. 

[9]. Lawolo, A. (2024). Menilik fungsi humor di dalam keluarga Kristen sebagai wadah untuk menumbuhkan nilai 
keakraban keluarga Kristen, p. 4. 

[10]. Moreira, C. J. R., Morais, C., & Moreira, L. (2022). Research in science education. Research in Science Education, 
52(1), 287. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11165-020-09941-x  

[11]. Olimbovo, S. S., & Novalina, M. (2023). Memaknai akun media sosial satire Kristen dalam perspektif etis-teologis, 
p. 9. 

[12]. Pasaribu, A. (2021). Beriman dan berbuat di masa pandemi. 

[13]. Rahman, R. (1988). Science, technology and spiritual values – a historical and social perspective. In R. Rahman 
(Ed.), Science and public policy (pp. 115–). Oxford University Press. https://doi.org/10.1093/spp/15.2.115  

[14]. Simanjuntak, H. (2020). Konsep sesamaku manusia dalam Lukas 10:25-37, p. 3. 

[15]. Sipahutar, E. N., & Kaunang, L. (2023). Perumpamaan orang Samaria yang murah hati sebagai landasan teologi 
bagi pendidikan agama Kristen multikultural di GMIM SION Winangun. 

[16]. Siregar Lete, R. N., & Lawalata, M. (2024). Pentingnya filsafat bagi ilmu pendidikan agama Kristen, p. 2. 

[17]. Siswanto, D., Sinaga, J., Tumundo, M. E., & Sinambela, J. L. (2022). Makna sesamaku manusia berdasarkan Lukas 
10:25-37. 

[18]. Solibut, E. (2023). Khotbah humoris dari perspektif homiletika. 

[19]. Stenmark, L. L. (2018). Introduction: Religion and science: Status update. Religious Studies Review, 44(4), 363. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/rsr.13636 

[20]. Suardana, I. M. (2015). Identitas Kristen dalam realitas hidup berbelaskasihan memaknai kisah orang Samaria yang 
murah hati, p. 13. 

[21]. Suparyanto, P. (2018). Humor Kristiani 1. 

[22]. Tangelder, J. D. (2006). What is humour? A Christian perspective. 

[23]. Tarigan, D., & Naibaho, D. (2023). Ilmu filsafat ilmu yang relevan dengan pendidikan agama Kristen (PAK), p. 2. 

[24]. The Gospel Coalition. (2023). Lebih dari sekadar lelucon? Tempat humor dalam kehidupan Kristen. 

[25]. Tieszen, R. (2005). Science as a triumph of the human spirit and science in crisis: Husserl and the fortunes of 
reason, p. 91. https://doi.org/10.1002/9780470755501.ch8  

[26]. Tim, & Levert, T. (2015). Humor: Key element in youth ministry? 

[27]. Tim. (2013). The often overlooked humor of Jesus. 

[28]. Walsh, B. J., & Middleton, J. R. (2020). Visi yang mengubahkan: Membentuk wawasan dunia Kristen. 

[29]. Zakarijah, E. (2024). Persepsi humor masyarakat Kristen di Indonesia terhadap kehidupan Yesus: Suatu tinjauan 
dari hasil kuisioner, p. 2. 

[30]. Zakarijah, E., Bengke, M., & Suranto. (2024). Menyelami kekayaan humor dalam perkataan dan perbuatan Yesus 
berdasarkan Kitab Injil, p. 2. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/02604020701413217
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11165-020-09941-x
https://doi.org/10.1093/spp/15.2.115
https://doi.org/10.1002/9780470755501.ch8

