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Abstract: In general, students studying at school have varied talents; There are some students who are
academically talented and there are some who are non-academic. The talents that students have can be
experienced from birth and can also be experienced through education at school. The aim of writing this article
is to provide knowledge or insight into a new paradigm to readers, observers, academics and educational
practitioners so that they can understand how to obtain the best solution in developing the education of gifted
children with different service models based on Christianity. religious education paradigm. The research method
in writing this article is a qualitative descriptive approach using a literature study approach such as books,
journal articles and websites on social media as references. The research results show that the contribution of
Christian religious education is very influential in developing the potential of talented children. The aspects that
are part of the education of gifted children in the Christian religious education paradigm are providing
understanding in the form of recognizing talent as a gift from God, moral and ethical development, service and
devotion, and spiritual education.
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INTRODUCTION

Students are humans created by God in His image, so they are called unique creatures
when viewed from their personality (Mau 2020). The personalities of students are different and
even the characteristics inherent in students. Talented students are students who are unique or
different from other students in general. It is said that students are talented because students
have high ability, intelligence, expertise, skills and skills in working on, analyzing and
observing and understanding events that occur around them.

According to David Smith (Ulfa and Aridhona, 2022) that talented students are
individuals who have superior competencies which can be seen from creativity, intellectual,
artistic, leadership qualities or academic aspects that need guidance to develop their capacity
(Ulfa & Aridhona, 2022) . To get talented students, one way is through education at school
because education plays an important role in intellectual, emotional and social development
(Budiyana 2011). The field of science that educates students in their spiritual growth and
development, so that they are able to improve the talents they have received from birth is
Christian religious education.

Furthermore, Hawadi (Yusdiana, 2023) defines that talented students are divided into 2
parts, namely academically talented students and non-academic talented students.
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Academically talented students are students who are able to demonstrate intelligence by
achieving achievements and implementing their intellectual abilities in the academic field.
Meanwhile, non-academic talented students can be seen from the ability of students who can
only express their intellectual abilities by obtaining high performance in general, then in
academic terms this cannot be realized because students cannot express their abilities at school
(Yusdiana, 2023).

According to Laela et al, an individual's talent is influenced by family background,
student environment and economic status. A student's skills will be formed if the surrounding
situation has a conducive environment. Conversely, if the situation around the student is not
conducive, then the student's potential will not be formed (Laela et al., 2023). Moreover,
Magdalena describes the factors that influence students' talents as: from internal factors
including factors from birth in personality. Meanwhile, external factors include family, school
and social conditions.

In this case, there are also several indicators that limit students from developing their
talents, such as limited facilities, feeling inferior to peers who have talents, and parents who do
not allow it or are worried (Magdalena et al., 2020). The results of Mr and Ruslan's research
stated that from all corners of Indonesia it was found that 50% of children were classified as
gifted who had high skills and intellectual abilities for each student, however the facilities and
knowledge found were still relatively low and less than optimal (Mr & Ruslan, 2022) . King
(in Maliha, 2022) revealed that the obstacle for students in developing their talents is because
students are in conditions that are not conducive to themselves, it looks like students are being
disturbed but on the other hand they look like individuals with amazing uniqueness and
specialties (Maliha, 2022).

The role of media is very important in the learning of gifted students considering that
media can be useful in helping convey information from students to teaching subjects
effectively (Ginting et al., 2023). There is a need for special accompanying teachers to facilitate
and guide students who have special talents. Apart from that, there is also a need to make
adjustments to the curriculum, learning models and assessments in the learning process for
gifted students even if these students study together with other students in the same class
(Amanda et al., 2023). Students who have the potential for intelligence and special talents are
students who have an 1Q of 140 or more than children their age. The learning model is carried
out in the form of enrichment and improvement grouping. Parents play a very important role

in increasing the achievement of gifted children (Permatasari et al., 2023). Looking at several
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studies that have been conducted, the research highlights how the study of gifted students and
education is based on the Christian religious education paradigm.

The education of gifted students in the Christian religious education paradigm is based
on the principle that every student is a unique creation of God and has talents given by God.
Several main principles in the education of gifted students from a Christian perspective
recognize talent as a gift from God. In Matthew 25:14-30, Jesus taught about talents that must
be used and developed. Talent is seen as a gift from God that must be managed well. Christian
education emphasizes the holistic development of students, including intellectual, emotional,
spiritual and physical aspects (Luke 2:52). Talent must be developed in balance with character
and spirituality. Talents are given not only for personal gain, but also to serve others (1 Pet.
4:10). Talented students are encouraged to use their talents for the glory of God and the good
of others. Christian education emphasizes the importance of a community of believers who
support and encourage each other in developing talents (Heb. 10:24-25). Even though they are
talented, students are taught to remain humble and realize that everything comes from God's
grace (1 Cor. 4:7). In practice, Christian-based education for gifted students can include
curriculum enrichment programs, vocation-based career guidance, opportunities to serve in the
church/community, and an emphasis on forming Christian character. The goal is to help
students develop fully according to God's plan. Based on the explanation above, the aim of this
study is to provide new knowledge or paradigm insights to readers, observers, academics and
educational practitioners in order to understand how to obtain the best solution in developing
the education of talented students with different service models based on the Christian religious

education paradigm.

RESEARCH METHOD

The research method in writing this article is a qualitative method with a descriptive
approach and literature study. According to Zaluchu, qualitative research is applied to
understand and make sense of the events experienced which are then directed at tracing events
related to the problem being studied and then producing a new idea in terms of solving the
problem (Zaluchu, 2020). The aim of qualitative research to describe words in writing must be
scientific in nature (Marthen Mau, Junio Richson Sirait, Markus Amid, Yohanes Kotte 2023).
The literature study approach is a series of activities carried out to obtain data from literature
sources that are relevant to the topic being studied (Mau 2023). The aim of literature study is
to obtain the data the author needs from various sources, for example through books, journal
articles (Amid et al. 2022), and websites on social media as references. The aim of writing this
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article is to obtain the best solution in developing the education of gifted children with different

service models.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Talented Students

The term "gifted" used in this article is the equivalent of the English term "gifted.” The
definition of giftedness in its development has undergone various changes. And now the
definition of giftedness also includes high intellectual abilities. Also leads to creative abilities.
In fact, creativity is the highest expression of talent. Giftedness is influenced by various cultural
elements, even for some experts the characteristics of gifted children are "culture bound"
(limited by cultural freedom). Thus, there are two key clues in observing and understanding
giftedness, namely: First, giftedness is a special and extraordinary universal characteristic that
is innate from birth or is the result of the interaction of environmental influences. Second,
giftedness is determined by the needs and tendencies of the culture in which a talented person
lives (Hasan et al., 2023).

Giftedness is constructive mental management of one's life which aims to have three
basic elements, namely: adapting oneself to the environment, choosing a new environment, and
shaping the environment (Komariah et al., 2024). The basic psychological key to intellectual
giftedness is found in insight skills which include the main processes, including: 1) Separating
relevant information from relevant information; 2) Combining unrelated pieces of information
into one integrated whole; 3) Improving newly obtained information with information that was
difficult to obtain previously (Habsy et al., 2024).

Characteristics of gifted students in terms of academic, social and emotional, and
physical/strength. First, academic characteristics. Pramartha et al identified the characteristics
of gifted students in terms of academics, having great perseverance and curiosity, reading skills,
enjoying school and learning. Students who are said to be talented students must be students
who are diligent and have no laziness in their lives, and these students can also look for or
come up with new things that people cannot find (Pramartha et al., 2023). Meanwhile, Djailani
stated that the characteristics of talented students in the academic field are that they have long
attention to a specific academic field, have a very advanced understanding of academics, and
are able to apply the academic field of study as a self-concept in activities in other fields
(Djailani, 2023).

Second, social and emotional characteristics. There are several characteristics of
individuals who have social talents and emotional ties, namely: 1) Accepted by the majority of
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their peers and adults, 2) Their involvement in various social activities, they make positive and
constructive contributions, 3) The tendency to be a separator in disputes who takes policy from
his peers, 4) Has a belief in the equality of all people and is honest, 5) His behavior is not
differentiated and has tolerance, 6) Free from emotional pressure and able to control emotional
expressions so that they are relevant to the situation, 7 ) Able to maintain lasting relationships
with peers and adults (Syafwan et al., 2023).

Third, physical characteristics/health. In terms of physicality, talented students show (1)
have an attractive and neat appearance, (2) their health is better or above average (Putri, 2023).
Individuals are said to be intellectually gifted if they have high intelligence. Meanwhile,
creativity is the ability to create something new, provide new ideas, the ability to see new
relationships between existing elements. The same applies to binding oneself to a task. This is
what encourages individuals to be diligent and tenacious despite experiencing various obstacles
and obstacles because they have committed themselves to tasks of their own free will.

Students' talents can be influenced by 2 factors, namely: Internal factors (interest,
motivation, courage or risk, tenacity in facing challenges, and persistence in overcoming
difficulties that arise). Meanwhile, external factors (maximum opportunity for developing
oneself, facilities and infrastructure, support and encouragement from parents and family, and
the living environment) (Ramadhani & Nurhastuti, 2023). A student's talent is influenced by 2
factors, namely genetic factors (heredity) and environmental factors, and both support each
other. Gifted students have special needs, including characteristics such as extraordinary
learning speed accompanied by high creativity, great curiosity, love of challenges and various
other special characteristics (Uno & Umar, 2023). Therefore, special education services are a
good right for gifted children, so it is necessary to ensure their availability.

Education of gifted students

Education of gifted students involves an approach specifically designed to maximize the
potential and development of students who have talents or tendencies to excel in certain fields.
The aim of educating gifted students is to provide challenging learning experiences, facilitate
growth and development of potential, and assist in achieving high achievement in areas of
interest (Amelinda et al., 2023).

Some approaches commonly used in the education of gifted students include: First, talent
assessment: the initial step in the education of gifted students is identifying the students' talents
and interests through the use of various evaluation tools such as intelligence tests, special skills
tests, and behavioral observations. This helps understand students' strengths and weaknesses
and determine the right educational focus. Second, adapted curriculum: gifted learners often
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need a curriculum that is faster, deeper, and more content-rich than their peers. The curriculum
must be designed in such a way that it allows students to explore topics that challenge and
interest them.

Third, project-based learning: project-based learning methods provide opportunities for
talented students to explore certain topics in a deep and practical way. Students can engage in
research projects, scientific experiments, or more complex works of art according to their
interests and skills. Fourth, flexibility in learning: gifted students often need freedom and
flexibility in learning styles. In the education of gifted students, it is important to provide
opportunities to learn independently, explore interests, and complete assignments according to
their individual pace and learning style.

Fifth, providing social and emotional support: gifted students may face unique social and
emotional challenges. It is important for students to get support from parents, teachers and
communities who understand their needs. This may include mentoring, discussion groups, or
participation in a gifted community. Sixth, collaboration with parents: the role of parents is
very important in the education of gifted students. It requires active involvement in supporting
children, communicating with schools, and seeking learning opportunities outside the school
environment that can enrich children's educational experiences. Seventh, holistic skills
development: apart from focusing on excellence in certain fields, education of gifted students
must also pay attention to holistic skills development, such as social skills and problem solving
skills.

Academically talented students have abilities that are present from birth, such as
intelligence and academic talent, giftedness is the result of differences in experiences
experienced by individuals. Affection is the result of functional interactions between innate
factors and experiences from the surrounding environment. In this context, education plays a
very strategic role. Education is tasked with facilitating functional interactions between talents
present from birth by creating conducive environmental conditions (Zai et al., 2024). Through
appropriate education, talented children can achieve optimal achievements in developing
students' potential.

Based on the Christian Religious Education Paradigm

The study of gifted students in the context of the Christian religious education paradigm
emphasizes the recognition that every student is a unique creation of God and is blessed with
talents and potential given by Him. Education in this paradigm does not only focus on academic
development or intellectual talent, but also pays attention to the spiritual, moral and character
aspects of students. The following are several aspects that are part of the education of gifted

6 International Perspectives in Christian Education and Philosophy - VOL. 1, NO.2 MAY 2024



P-ISSN: 3047-2997, PAGE. 01-11

students in the Christian religious education paradigm: first. Recognition of Talent as a Gift
from God. In Christian religious education, students' talents are considered as gifts from God
that must be recognized, appreciated and developed with full responsibility. Students are taught
to appreciate and use talents as a form of service to God and others. In the Bible, there are
several verses that support the view that talent is a gift from God that must be recognized,
appreciated and developed with full responsibility.

The basic word that is relevant to students' talents is that each of you should use the gifts
you have received to serve one another, as good stewards of God's various kinds of grace (1
Pet. 4:10). In this parable, Jesus describes how a master gave talents (talents/abilities) to his
servants in different amounts. Servants who develop their talents well are praised, while
servants who do not use their talents are criticized (Matt. 25:14-30). There are various gifts,
but one Spirit. And there are various ministries, but one God. And there are various wonderful
works, but God is the source of them all, who works them all in everyone (1 Cor. 12:4-6). For
every human being is His creation, having been created in Christ Jesus to do good works which
God has previously prepared, so that we may live in them (Eph. 2:10). Thus, the Bible teaches
that talent is a gift from God that must be appreciated, developed, and used to serve God and
fellow humans with full responsibility.

Second. Moral and Ethics Development. Apart from developing academic talents,
education of gifted students in the Christian paradigm also emphasizes strong moral and ethical
development. Students are taught to develop character in accordance with the teachings of
Christianity, such as love, humility, honesty and patience. In the Bible, there are many verses
that emphasize the importance of moral and ethical development, especially in relation to
student education. Educate a young person in the way that is right for him, and when he is old
he will not deviate from that way (Proverbs 22:6). And you, fathers, do not stir up anger in the
hearts of your children, but educate them in the teachings and counsel of the Lord (Eph. 6:4).
But the fruit of the Spirit is: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control. There is no law against such things (Gal. 5:22-23). In this way, let your
light shine before men, so that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven
(Matt. 5:16). Don't let anyone think lowly of you because you are still young. Be an example
to believers, in your words, in your behavior, in your love, in your faithfulness and in your
purity (1 Tim. 4:12). Thus, the Bible places a strong emphasis on moral and ethical formation
in student education, so that students can develop character in accordance with the teachings

of the Christian religion.
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Third. Service and Devotion. Gifted students are encouraged to use their talents as a tool
to serve and dedicate themselves to others, both within the church and in society. Students are
taught to utilize their talents to provide service and positive contributions to the world around
them. In the Bible, many verses encourage the use of talents to serve and dedicate oneself to
others, both in the church and in society. Just as the Son of Man came not to be served, but to
serve and to give His life as a ransom for many (Matt. 20:28). Serve one another, according to
the gift each person has received as a good steward of God's grace (1 Pet. 4:10). In this way,
let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father
in heaven (Matt. 5:16). Therefore, as much as we can, let us do good to everyone, but especially
to our fellow believers (Gal. 6:10). So, it is clear that the Bible teaches that one's talents should
be used to serve, serve, and make positive contributions to the church and surrounding
community as a form of service to God and others.

Fourth. Spiritual Education The education of gifted students in the Christian religious
paradigm also includes in-depth spiritual education, which includes an introduction to the
teachings and values of the Christian religion, prayer practices, reading the Holy Bible, and
spiritual experiences that strengthen faith. The Bible places important emphasis on spiritual
education for children, including gifted students. What | command you today you must pay
attention to, it must be embedded in your heart and you must teach it many times to your
children and talk about it when you sit in your house, when you are in the middle of the road,
when you lie down and when you get up ( Deut. 6:6-7). And you, fathers, do not stir up anger
in the hearts of your children, but educate them in the teachings and counsel of the Lord (Eph.
6:4). And that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures which can give you wisdom
and lead you to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus (2 Tim. 3:15). And He said: ‘Truly I say
to you, unless you repent and become as little children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven (Matt. 18:3). How does a young person maintain his cleanliness? By obeying Your
word (Ps. 119:9).

So, the Bible emphasizes the importance of spiritual education which includes an
introduction to the teachings and values of the Christian religion, the practice of prayer, Bible
reading, and spiritual experiences that strengthen faith for students, including gifted students.
This approach to educating gifted students in the Christian religious paradigm emphasizes
integration between academic, spiritual and moral development, as well as service and
dedication to God and others. The aim is to form individuals who are spiritually, morally and
intellectually complete, who are ready to make meaningful contributions to society in
accordance with God's plan for students' lives.
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CONCLUSION

Gifted students are students who are different from their peers. It is said to be different
because talented students have advantages, skills, abilities and privileges that other students do
not have. To find out whether students have talents or not, namely by looking for information
about talents, observing the characteristics of students as early as possible, explaining the
impact of talents on everyday life. Students need special education services to develop their
talents. Special education services are a good right for talented students, so efforts need to be
made to ensure their availability. The study of gifted students in the context of the Christian
religious education paradigm emphasizes the recognition that every student is a unique creation

of God and is blessed with talents and potential given by Him.
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